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Scope

• Visuals
- Fonts
- Stock Images
- Logo
- Colors

• Voice
• Logo use with other sponsoring brands
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Visuals - Fonts

CARDA uses sans serif fonts: 
“Sans serif typefaces are considered more modern than serif typefaces. They lack the strokes 
that distinguish a serif typeface, hence the use of the French word "sans," which means 
“without.” Sans serif typefaces are often used to signify something clean, minimal, friendly, or 
modern” [Pluralsight]

Serif fonts are almost never seen used by search & rescue units. 

You see them often in consumer-oriented dog training and boarding where informality is 
”welcoming”.
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https://www.pluralsight.com/blog/creative-professional/meaning-behind-chosen-typeface


Visuals - Fonts

1. CARDA Public Website Font Type: “Monserrat”
2. PR Fundraising Materials Font Type: “Aptos”
3. Facebook presents CARDA content in “Arial” or “Helvetica” (whatever 

user default is)
4. Instagram font: “Instagram Sans”
5. CARDA newsletter font: “Aptos”

Recommendation on other areas to align fonts:
• CARDA ID Cards *Use Aptos
• Uniforms (Business Patches and Search T-Shirt back side) *Use Aptos
• Powerpoint or Word docs used externally (OES Mtgs, Press) *Use Montserrat

Not particularly important to align fonts:
• Members.carda.org
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Visuals – Stock Images

Exceptions:
1. Social channels – informal in nature
2. Candid shots of certified teams on public website
3. News related images copied from public media websites

Use “Jose Moreno” stock photos where images persist (public web, 
marketing materials): 
• Professional quality composition and file treatment

• Dog “eyes” facing camera (handler usually as well)
• Good depth of field treatment.
• Color/brightness balanced.

Use color graphics only where images linked to agency logos or badges 
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Visuals - Logo

• Original CARDA logo created circa 1978
• In use today on: uniform patches, 

clothing, ID cards, car window decals, 
members.carda.org. 

• No image copyright

• Current CARDA logo created 2015 as 
function of Pet Food Express campaign

• In use today on: website, challenge coins, 
Newsletter, CARDA social channels, 
PR/Fundraising materials

• Trademark application submitted to 
USPTO Febuary 2023 for image 
copyright
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Visuals – Logo, why it was changed

• By 2015 CARDA digital properties were really 
gaining traction as “CARDA face to public”

• On CARDA digital properties we align logo top 
left with logo “facing” the content and page 
layout on the right

• Removed the awkward “CA” kerning

• Removed squared border

• Removed full spelling of “California Rescue 
Dog Association”
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Visuals – Logo, future?

• Sometime in next 10 years need a new logo starting from blank page
• Ideally, we solicit interest from a nationally known designer or firm to 

donate their time.
• Do not rush this work or rely on “friends” without established portfolio
• You can see the need for a new logo design when you juxtapose 

CARDA logo and an evolved corporate logo for sponsorship purposes. 
Two examples on following pages…..
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Visuals – Logo, future?
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Visuals – Logo, future?
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Visuals - Logo

We recommend bringing these areas into alignment with 
the current logo:
• Uniform patches, 
• CARDA store clothing, 
• ID cards, 
• Car window decals, magnets, etc
• members.carda.org top left home page logo

Unfortunately, someone created an incorrect ”third logo” 
for IaR and Members.Carda.Org login page and we should 
replace with correct logo.
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Visuals – Logo, Store and Merch.
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Visuals - Colors
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Voice 
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Logo use with sponsors
Use some Google Brand Guide examples
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Logo use with sponsors
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